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Term dates 

End of Term 3:Friday 18th February 2022 

 

Non-student day: Monday 28th February 2022 

Start of term 4: Tuesday 1st March 2022 

End of term 4: Friday 8th April 2022 

 

Start Term 5: Monday 25th April 2022 

End of term 5: Friday 27th May 2022 

 

Start of term 6: Tuesday 7th June 2022 

Non-student day: Friday 24th June 2022 

End of term 6: Friday 22nd July 2022 

 

Brook Green Centre for Learning 
Bodmin Road, Whitleigh, Plymouth, 

Devon. PL5 4DZ. 
Email: brook.green.school@plymouth.gov.uk 

Your Safeguarding Team 

Brook Green Centre for Learning is committed to ensuring the welfare 

and safety of all our students. We believe that our  students have a right 

to learn in a supportive, caring and safe environment which includes the 

right to protection from all types of abuse; where staff are vigilant for 

signs of any student in distress and are confident about applying our 

safeguarding processes to avert and alleviate any such problems. Our 

Safeguarding and Child protection policy is on our website.  

Designated Lead: Sara Jordan  

Deputy Designated Leads: Maria Krac and Allison Newcombe 
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From Brook Green Centre for Learning 

/ƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ ǿǿǿΦōǊƻƻƪƎǊŜŜƴΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ  

Hello everyone, 

When the evenings start getting lighter it always makes me think about heading towards 
longer, brighter days which I think is something we are all looking forward to now. 

School seems to be springing into life with lots of great learning activities taking place and 
hopefully this terms Brook Times will give you a flavour of what we have been up to. 

World Book day is happening on March 3rd and this year our theme is the Platinum      
Jubilee and we will be following this up with further activities in May / June. You should 
have had a letter home telling you all about it! 

We will be welcoming back our great Easter Egg raffle next term so will be sending out 
more details next month. 

Also a little reminder that we are a peanut free school when you are looking at snacks and 
packed lunches. 

Like all of you we are waiting to hear what the next steps are from the Government, and 
we will update on any impacts it has on school as soon as we know. 

On behalf of us all we wanted to thank you for all your support this term which has been a 
challenging one with rising COVID cases across the city impacting on all of us. 

 

 

 

Best wishes and take care of yourselves 

Sara Jordan and Team BGCFL 

PS. School starts back on TUESDAY March 1st after half term 

mailto:brook.green.school@plymouth.gov.uk
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Four Greens Community Trust 

Before Christmas Mr. Spree along with a group of year 10 students collected 

30 boxes from the Four Greens Community Trust Building up near Whitleigh 

green, ready for year 7 to wrap in Christmas  wrapping paper. The decorated 

boxes were returned to the Trust to be turned in to amazing Christmas     

hampers.  

Book Buzz 2022 
Students from years 7 and 8 were most excited about receiving their free Book 
Buzz books!  They selected some amazing books ranging from D-Day Dog, 
which is set on the Normandy beaches and is about a schoolboy's search for 
what   happened to a soldier and his dog through to ñThe Funny Life of Teach-
ersò which is a snapshot of silly stories from teachers. We have spare copies of 
all these books, and students can also borrow any of these (from our newly stocked library) to take 

home and read.  
 
'Bookbuzz is a reading programme from Book Trust that aims to help schools 
inspire a love of reading in 11 to 13-year-olds.  Participating schools give their 
students the opportunity to choose their own book to take home and keep from 
a list of 17 titles. They are all carefully selected by a panel of experts to ensure 
quality, suitability and to encourage reading for pleasure.' 

4 Me and My Friends Group 

On Monday 31st January 2 of our students attended the 4 
Me and My Friends group @ Efford Youth Club @ 4:30pm. 

The aim of the group is to enable young people to come and 
socialise with their peers, through group games and discus-
sions their aim is to build friendships and confidence in a 
safe environment. Their focus is on social skills, communi-
cation and skills for life such as: healthy relationships cook-
ing, budgeting, social interaction and CV and job support; 
plus a safe space for them to enjoy themselves and have 
fun. They base activities and changes of group based on more ability and development rather than 
just ages. 

This was a massive step for our young people to attend. They work well with the 
staff and peers at the session and they have said they will be returning. Well 
done for attending. We are all proud of you.  

The staff at the youth club in the students words were friendly, helpful and FUN ! 
The students played football , made chicken / meat free sausages stir fry and 
made new friends. If you would like your young person to attend please contact 
their tutor for a referral to the sessions. 
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New House Points Rewards 
The School Council Crew have been working with staff to replenish and reorganize 
the house Points cabinet. Students are awarded house points for when they go above 
and beyond. These house points can be collated and exchanged for gifts from the 
House Points rewards cabinet. The prizes range in cost from just 5 House points for 
small items such as pens, pencils or hair bobbles through to 60 points for  bigger 
items such as footballs, basketballs, slipper and even a blue tooth speaker.   

Therapeutic interventions 
At Brook Green we are very lucky to be able to support our students with a range of therapeutic 
interventions to support their emotional health and wellbeing. These interventions are additional 
to core subject academic interventions which supports the individual needs of our students. 

We invest in the development of our good practice in therapeutic support by releasing a number 
of specialist Teaching and Learning Assistants each week to enhance our provision and enable 
our students to develop their emotional, wellbeing and resilience. 

Here are some of the therapeutic interventions that are available to our students: 

Letôs Talk Girls group and Letôs talk Boys 
group: 

óLetôs Talkô sessions help build confidence and 
self-esteem through small group activities and 
opportunities to talk. This incorporates a range 
of topics that a young person will encounter 
throughout their life. 

Playworx 

Playworx is designed to build and enhance    
attachment, self-esteem trust in others, joyful 
engagement through play. This promotes the 
key skills to positive social interaction delivered 
through positive play. 

Therapeutic Music: 

Therapeutic music sessions facilitate positive 
changes in our students and help build their self
-esteem. This is delivered through practical  
sessions using a range of instruments giving 
young people the opportunity to communicate in 
a different way. 

Learning for Life: 

Learning for Life sessions develop confidence 
co-ordination, independence and social       
communication based on life skills. 

ELSA: 

Emotional literacy is an intervention within the 
school that can continue up to six weeks. It   
covers Social Skills, Emotions, Bereavement, 
Social Stories, Therapeutic Stories, Anger  
Management and Self-Esteem. 

Social intervention through construction 
play: 

The aim is to develop creativity, imaginative 
play, negotiation techniques, problem solving, 
sharing, turn taking, appropriate                  
communication, and improvement in social    
responsiveness and fine motor ï skills. 

Young Devon Counselling: 

We support young people with their wellbeing 
providing a safe space to express how they feel 
and talk about their worries. 

We have experienced staff who will always    
listen and never judge. We also offer some    
bespoke individual therapeutic interventions for 
students. If you would like to find out more 
please contact your son / daughters Tutor. 
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Maths Team 

Here at Brook Green we have a thriving Mathematics team. 
Gone are the days when students would spend lesson after 
lesson working from text books, watching the clock and 
praying it would soon be home time. With the interactive 
whiteboards we bring Maths to life, demonstrating        
transformations or making instantaneous charts and 
graphs. These whiteboards are used to create questions 
that are relevant to the class being taught and bespoke to 
their particular needs. 

We also enjoy learning Maths outside of the classroom,   
exploring the local area looking for shapes in nature 
andarchitecture, measuring, completing tally charts ï the 
list go on and on. 

In the classroom we have a varied supply of resources that 
we use everyday in the Maths lessons. These can be   
number fans, individual whiteboards, chrome-books, pin 
boards and a myriad of other resources. 

Governors update 

Covid seriously impacted our opportunities to visit school in 2020/21. However, whilst maintaining 
the safety of students will always remain our priority, we are hopeful that we will soon be able to 
resume our work shortly in School rather than just using virtual meetings. We are extremely proud 
of our staff who have continued with regular testing throughout and we thank you for your support 
in testing at home. When we hear about school closures on the press we are proud to reflect that 
BG has remained open throughout. 
 
We are delighted to have welcomed two new governors recently. Linzie Lake is our new parent 
governor and Fiona MacLachlan Morris is a co-opted governor. Both ladies have experience of 
working in education and we look forward to their contribution. We hope to welcome another new 
co-opted governor soon. 
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RE and British Values Day 
 
To celebrate our British Values and to think about what we believe, on Friday 4th  
February students took part in a carousel of activities looking at what our British     
values and our beliefs. Below  is a flavour of some of the activities that students 
had a go at:  
 

The Values Tree at Brook Green 
All students studied the 'Values Tree', explored the root of these values from 
Christian stories and created their own values trees in class. These values         
included friendship, kindness, respect, and independence!   
 

21 Things 
The intriguingly titled '21 things' was actually an exercise in values and the            
importance we put on things.  It was led by Mr Walters, and students took part in a 
discussion about what is important to us as human beings.  This included family, 
water, good food and...well you can see for yourself from the photos.  
 

The Next Subject is Highly Contentious - what goes on to the scone 
first?  The jam or the cream? 
Which goes on a scone first?  The jam or the cream?  What could be more British 
than a good old scone with jam or cream?  Students took part in the age-old       
tradition of making scones and then, of course, eating them! The students agreed 
that the scones tasted wonderful!   
 

Country Dancing 
Miss Davies took to the floor with tutor groups from across all the key stages to 
show them the time-honoured skills of country dancing. Students quickly picked up 
the moves and skipped across the sports hall in a show of appreciation of this skill 
that involves the values of self-knowledge, respect and confidence whilst building 
cultural knowledge about British dance! 
 

Drama and British Values 
Britain has a great tradition of drama.  From Shakespeare to the great British          
Panto!  Students from across all the year groups, led by  Mr Tolcher, enacted two     
dramas where decision making was key.  One had a good outcome, and one had 
a      negative outcome.  Students then discussed values and how good decisions 
can lead to better outcomes.  
 

Banners 
Mr Weber led our sessions today about Humanism.  They further explored this 
morning's ideas from out guest speaking Tim about being honest, generous, kind, 
active and using our minds to decide what is good.  He discussed the history of 
Hammurabi's Code that states 'You do unto others what you would like them to do 
to you.'  Students then made banners about          
honesty, being, active, being generous and being 
kind.  


